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Testo poster: It?s a common belief that teeth extraction (i.e. premolar extraction) it?s a clinical strategy to close the bite in an open bite patient, while it?s to avoid in deep bite cases. Molars are generally brought forward into premolar extraction sites and this should bring to a collapse of the vertical dimension. This thought is derived by a 1954 article of Sleichter. Since then this thesis had a great success among clinicians, even if there?s no evidence based nor clinical evidence for it.

Here comes geometry. Assuming that the jaws behave like scissors, the more close to the fulcrum you bring an object the more you open the scissors. The object are the teeth which relate themselves along the occlusal plane, which can be assumed as a terminal relation plane in between the blades of the scissors. Extracting teeth it?s just like to diminish the surface of contact of the scissors? blades without altering the terminal relation plane, i.e. without implication on vertical dimension.
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